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This booklet comprises versified translations of randomly
selected poems from the poetry of Sayyidina ‘Ali (ra), Imam
Shafi’i (ra) and Abul-‘Ataahiyah. At the end | included two poems
of Abu Nuwas as well.

Being randomly selected at home, madrasah, a doctor’s room or
in a hospital que, they are not arranged according to the gawaafi
(pl. of gadfiyah, the last letter of every line of the Arabic poems)
or themes.

In order to maintain a rhyme, | occasionally made some minor
changes, additions and deletions. None of this, however, affects
the actual meaning and message of the relevant poems.

Allah willing, we will translate more of these lovely yet thought-
provoking poems in the future. We implore Allah Ta’aala to
guide one and all to ponder over and take heed from the lessons
found in these poems. We also implore Allah Ta’aala to accept
this feeble effort and make it a means for our salvation in the
Aakhirah. Aameen!

Abu Hudhaita Muhammad Karolia
12" Yumaadal Aakhivah 1444
5th January 2023




Poetry of Sayyiduna ‘Ali (ra)
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] grectecl the grave of my beloved and waited
Whg did ] not receive the answer] anticipated?
‘M9 be]oved, wl'xg haven't you reP]ied?‘
|s our Friends%ip Forgotten? | cried
‘fﬂow do ] answer? rcspondcd my belovccl,
Ur&clcr the saﬂd, ]‘m tota”9 covered
My beauty is }39 the sand devoured
Mccting pami]g and friends is far from allowed

So peace be on you | pray
Our)crienclship’s severe&, ] sadlg ] have to say
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| ove remains pure if Auah alone you wish to Please

With sin all friendship will eventually seize
P Y

Forever wound medication may be found

Y Y
]s there medication for character that's unsound?
Like no comfort in the world will forever remain
So toois all Eardship and Pain
DisPIeascd with the action of a friend
I‘H be modest and not let ourFrienéshiP end
Yetwhen a Fami]g loses their head
Feople’s kindness to them is suddcnlg shed
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ompulsory it is tor people to repent
Compulsory itis for people to rep
More compulsorg is that from sin they relent
The upl'xcavals of time are shocking indeed
More sl’xocking is Peoplc‘s failure to take heed
Fatience in calamity is difficult for sure
| oss of reward in ca!amitg is more difficult to endure
Evergthing for which you hope is close

Put dcatlﬁ, do you rcalisc, is so much more close




Wit}w manners it doesn't matter whose son you are
Lineagc is irrelevant iFyour conduct has no scar
Noblc 1ineage hclps not a man
]F he's ill-mannered and swears whenever he can

Real men have reputations they don't hide
P Y

They aren't Pcople who have only ancestrg on their
side
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Beautg ain't in the clothes we wear
Beautg is smartness and respect, traits increasinglg rare
The orplﬂan ain't the child with no dad

Minus krwowle&gc and rcspcct cvcrgone’s an orPhan, true yet

sad
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]gnore your brother's faults and maintain his ties
(_onceal his errors from other People’s eyes
Be Paticnt when treated ru&ely }39 afool

For coPing in disaster Patience is the best tool
Answer not the fool and spare you face

| eave to Allah the solving ofgour case

Rather your anger be suppresse&

Than your comp!aint incorrectlg redressed
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| see clonkegs grazing on what theg desire
And hungry lions whose thirst doesn't exPire
Noblc men who find no food to eat
And wicked People who eat what was a heavenlg
treat
A decree Passed }39 the Creator of man
Stopping [Tis decree nobodg can
]1C the deceit of time you trulg understand

T hen be Patient and hide your complaints in the

sand

Pg.9
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At the conditions of time am | amazed
A test from which ] flee yet return to unfazed
A difficult clay that makes tears roll down my face
Yet forthe same dag ] later cry with grace
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So many strove for wealth theg did not attain
Yet another, for wealth endured no pain
And a third who amassed such treasure

T}ﬂcn left it for an enemy in every measure
Theg‘re surely not the same
Foresight against ignorance, that's a shame
[ the P!easure of a fool you ever pursue
Blame will eventua”g be thrown at you
Ridiculed because his wealth is not enough
I~ ven when correct they’” call him a bluff

Pg. 11
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Destined to Perish, nothing more

T}vat’s the Aunﬂa, temPorarg to the core
| ike the web which a spider spun

T hat's the dunya, if you think it's fun

Your daiig bread is all you need

Witl’!out the rest you can suffice indeed

By my life | swear
Soon the shroud of death every soul shall wear

Pg. 12
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\/\/hether we'll be alive tomorrow we don't know
Yet our worc”g hopes continue to grow
r’low many Pcoplc die yet il thcg are not?
r’low many Pcoplc are alive yet illness is their lot?
So many People’s days and nights are spent, safe
and sound
(Inknown to them, their shrouds are alreac@ cut and
soon thcy’” be lowered in the groun&
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Don't discard taqwa because of a lincage so clean
Man, | swear, isjuclged bg onlg his deen
|slam elevated Salman of Persia to a status so high
But the nobleman Abu Laha}) was disgracec{

}DCCBUSC l’lC I‘CFUSCC{ to compiﬂ
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(_ounted breaths, that's the crux of life
Shortened with every breath, that's also life
You’re kcpt alive }33 who leads you to your end
Urging you ahead yet mocking at you he doesn't
intend
Allive in the morning, }33 the evening you could be no
more
Don’t you understand that the warnings of death

you shouldn't ignore?
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To my aching heart | say
When time kneels a burden in its way
[f with Patience the trials of time are endured
A favourable outcome for you will be secured
Soon the good in it will be revealed
And your aches will be healed
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r”lumility befits the one who's destined to die
]n man's dunga the minimum is sufficient, if he'll on]g
trg
So whg does he commence his day full of worries
and greed
]n describing it no human can succeed

Tl’le treatment of our king is beautiful and fair

QOur sustenance will never leave us in c{cspair

To such People you will soon c]epart
Who say nothing, 9et tremendous lessons theg
impar’t




Lt & el 00 g G 30
&}u\uﬂ)\dufw\.w
S 06 LAY
B o o
o s b By A Y
J:A;.-pgjng

You shouldn't fret if your money's no longcr enough
T here were many clags in which you had nothing
tough
Don't lose hopc forthat's disbelief
Soon A”ah will grant you relief
[ ntertain regarding A”ah no evil thought
[Te is kinder than you ever thought




Poetry of Imam Shaaf?’i (ra)
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Slaves of Allah who are intelligent
T he dunya they divorce and fearing fitnah they are
diligent
Pondering over the dunya they understand
Home is not in any worldly land
T othem the dunya is but a sea
Poard the ships of good deeds if from the fire you

wish to flee
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Tl’)cre’s only two clays in time, one safe and the
other full of fear
| ife's cithcrjoglcul or you're shc&ding a tear
On the surface of the sea are corpses, motionless
and dead
Yet Pcarls are found on the ocean bed
Stars in the sky, no man knows their amount
fﬂow many times were theg ec]ipsed, can you count?
Eclipses affect the sun and the moon, but not a
single star

Adversitg doesn't mean that A”ah‘s mercy is far

Pg. 20
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f:or sustenance ] trust in AHaE my creator

9
Convinccd that he is - no doubt - my sustainer
Y
What is destined for me will not miss me
[ ven if it be at the bottom of the deep sea
P
]t will be brougl’vt to me }35 A”ah the Magniﬁceﬂt
[ ven it my tongue is silent
So why kil mgse“j with regret?

Whereas the creation's sustenance A”ak has alreac@ set
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Fatience decreases not your sustenance

T oilleads not to abundance

GriemC andjog don't last forever

Hardship and ease are no Permanent measure
ComPared to the wealthy, you won't have less

]F a content heart Yyou possess
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| tested my friends and learnt
| ike time, their betraga] leaves no one unburnt
[f J'm absent, swearing me is their trade
[f 'm ill, a visit to me is not Paid
f‘lurt when they see me progress

Glee]tul when ]‘m under stress
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We blame time yet the faultis in us

]s there angthing wrong in time but us?

]F time had a tongue to speak

All ourfaults it would leak
\/\/olves don't eat the flesh of each other

PBut man eats the flesh of his brother
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| oftiness depends on how much you toil

T hose who seek it burn the midnight ol
If you seek it without effort

You'll waste yourlife and gain no benefit

You seek honour but sPend your night asleep’?

T hose who seek Pearls dive in the seas so deep
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| ife becomes tough and we cry
J've no hopq I'm going to die
Suddenly Allah’s mercy descends like rain
[Healing shattered hearts filled with pain

T ell himin whose heart there's no more hope

WI’WOSC WOT'lCl is gloomg and I’WC can no lOI’!gCT COPC

The solution for your ditficulties and strife

|s faith in the sustainer, who created all life




O 2l g sl o g
OSSN 0S5 5l 3
ol e bzl e b |06
O gior o gedl Elemd
O™ Lo weYL SIS L, 0
056 L de (3 el

Some eyes slePt while others did not
\/\/orr ing about what may happen or may not
ymng g happ Y
Relief yourself of worry as much as you can
Y Y Y
Worrying so much makes you a madman

Certainly the Rabb who was sufficient for
what haPPenec{ 9cstcrc}ag

Will be sufficient for what's going to haPPen after

toda9
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Tl’:c tribulations of time are many and thcg never

I"CCC&C

]tsjogmcul moments come to you like the days of eid

So many great men did time subdue and enslave
Yet in the hands of the wretched, you see it like a

slavc
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One who tastes not the bitterness of studg for even
a short while
T}wc bitterness of ignorance he will forever
swallow with no smile

]F in his 3out]ﬁ he studied not

Tl’len pray for him the four takbeers because alive he

i1s not




W\JA\:L\&&;;T
b sep JB L G
Lo ol gl £ 5L

b OIS an ol 0]

Don’t bother of the ignorant clown

At his own faults he doesn't frown

A dog swimming in the Euphrates does it no harm

50 w}ﬂg should you lose your calm?
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] see the fool with more wealth than his need
r”lonoure& }33 the Pcople and asked to lead

" ven if wisdom is a man's greatest feat

Wit}wout wealth he's treated like a child Plaging in the

street
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Answer not the fool when he speaks

A si”g response is all he seaks
Silencc is for him so much better

[tll cause his peace to shatter
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HHaving a good laugh yet death is just above his head
fad he known the unseen, grief would leave him
amongthe&cad
One who knows not if tomorrow he'll be alive

For more than tomorrow's rizq, why should he strive?
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IF with intelligence and piety a man is blessed
Fiety will stop him from the faults of those whose
ways are messed
[ ike if a man has illness in his share

e won't bother how others with illness fare
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Si]ence ] foundis a trade ]’Cl never leave
T}vcre’s no loss even if a ProFi’c ] don't achieve
Like goods in the market })cing sold

lt’s seller excels every se”er, young and old
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T he fool hurls at me words that are repugnant and
vile
Yet answering him is not my style
T he more he behaves like a fool
T he more | maintain my cool

Likc a Piccc of oud ignitec{ with a match

]ts smell so many more Pcoplc are able to catch
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To my difficulties may Anah bestow a wor’chg recompense
[Fvenifon my sPit’c]c thcg make me choke in suspense
Not because difficulties are something to be Praised

Put tl'xrougl'x thcmj | know my enemies from those whose

Frienclship remains unfazed
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(Guard your tongue 'coz it's a poisonous snake
DroP 3ourguarc{ and it'l] s’cingyou Forﬂour mistake
T oo many are those who }33 their tongues were killed
[~ ven friends shunned them *cozin l'murting with their tongues,

thcg were highlg skilled




Ll &350 L 1307

PENENERES

W}'ncncver ] learnt from time a lesson or two

[t showed me that Perﬁection in my ’ac]l is untrue
As my know!edge continued to grow

T}wc extent of my ignorance it rcpcatcdlg made me

i(ﬂOW
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Man wishes that all his hopes be attained
But A”ah grants onlg what Flc ordained
Man's cry is onlg about wealth and gain
Put taqwa is the best that man can ever attain
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| killed my grced and my nafs was relieved
\With greecl on]y clisgrace is achieved
(_ontentment was c{ging so it's life | sPared
T hen attacking my honour noboc{fj dared
thn in man's heart greccl takes hold

Disgrace overtakes him and all scruples are sold
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’Coz wealth to me is about being content
T}wc hem of contentment ] hold with great intent
Neither at the door of the rich am | seen
Norin Pursing wealth am | keen
FPenniless yet such fortune | own

Likc a king) ]‘vc nothing to bemoan
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]F alife of saFe’cg is what you desire
Couplcd with Picty and honour that's not under fire
T hen don't utter with your tongue the faults oFgour

brother
You too have faults and using their tongues Peop]c
won't bother
If a wrong you observe with youreye

Remember, with their eyes others also SPY
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rﬂle swore you is the message tlﬂcg }Drought.
Shou]cln’t abuse make you c{istraught?
Eut an apologg he later brought.
That to me is the blood money for when in ignorance a man is

caught
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Accept aPologics from one who wants to aPo]ogize
Whether he's truthful or you think he's talking lies
You are oEegec] bg a Pleasing outside

PBut honoured }Jy one who onlg clisobegs you if he
can hide
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Sacldenecl because my funds aren't enough
To help the neeclg for whom asking isjus’c S0 tough
Apologizing to the one who asks me what ] don't
possess

T}‘:at's an affliction which also makes me stress
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[t should satisFy you that trailing the oppressor

Are arrows of duw’a shot from the bows of the

Prostrator
Feathcred with the lashes of sleepless eyes

Drenched with tears from endless cries
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They’re éisputing with you yet silent you remain?
Puta response will unlock the doors of evil with little
constrain
]gnore the fool, that's the honourable thing to do
Your respect will be Preser\/ed for you
Lions are feared even when they don't roar

arking dogs are only chided, nothing more
Byarking dogs are only chided, nothing
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Do you mock at du'a and its worth do you clisregard?
Tl’:c effects of &u’a, don't you know, can be rea”ﬂ
hard
Targets aren't missed }39 the arrows of the night
Put theg onlg strike when the time is rig}wt
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Mute dirhams made people speak
People who were once modest and would seldom
speak
T henkindness they showed to none
And at the merits of others they made shameless fun
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Colossa] are the complaints men have of their wives
Loving them, theg say, Is the ultimate calamitg of their
lives
Put loving your wife is no ca!amitg
Living with whom you don't love, that's the calamitﬂ
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If you go about carrying your sins on your back
Alfraid of the day when to Allah we’ll go back
[From [Him a sign of pardon came to you
[His favours on you are more than a few
Don'tlose hope in the mercy you had drawn
When in your mother’s womb you were a child not yet born
If to the [Fire he wished to send you forever

The tawheed in your heart fﬂc would Permancnt19 sever

Pg. 52
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You c{isobeg Allah but | love [im you also say
Combining oPPosites) is that Possib]e in any way?
You’” obcg ]’”Iim if truthful you are in your claim
Obedicnce to the bclovcd, lovers are all the same
[ ven His unpetitionec{ favours you c{aily taste
But the gratitude for that you sac”g waste
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For scratching your skin your nail is better than
angthing else
For achieving 3ourgoals you are better than
everyone else
But it anyonc‘s assistance you have to seek

The denier oFyour status you shouldn't seek
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[f the respect a man shows you is simplg fake
T hen let him g0, and cry not for his sake
Otherfriends and reliemcgou’” 5ure]9 find
Yes, hearts tolerate true friends when thcy‘re
sometimes unkind
PBut not everyone you love repays you with the same
In repagimg your sincerity with its opposite some see
no shame

]F love is unnatural and insincere

[ts benefit will barely appear

T here's no good in a man who betrays his friend
And with harshness makes the Frienc{ship end
Good times of the Past are now refuted
Expose& are secrets which till 9esterdag were muted
Farewell to the dunga if in it such a friend is rare

Who is truthful, keeps to his word and alwags fair
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Mang are the Prec!icaments that make man lose heart
Yet their solutions are }33 A”ah, PerFect and smart
And when theirgrip tig}‘:tens like the links of a chain

Theg slacken whereas ] t}ﬁoug}vt that thcy would

forever remain
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Becausc ] Forgivc and i”—]ccelings ] don't retain
Enmitg causes my heart no Pain
]greet my enemy when we haPPen to meet
Doing so causes his evil to retreat
At the one | dislike | also smile
As if in my heart ]‘vc loved him all the while
Fcoplc are an illness best treated }39 staying close
A]oofncss distances those to whom youwere so

CIOSC




Ust ool Ue o Lasly
il S e 3

MV\JWJMM\
S o 1 i

\-e-fwiv.fwu‘ o belS
g.;ﬂ\}g@f\giéguii;}

Wi b ells ) s i
) B s Y AL O

S5 SN Sy el S ST

g}w}&wdﬁwb
Y JL Y aLs o5t

A




O you who admonishes People forwhat you also do
O you whose every breath is counted through and
throug]ﬁ
[n old age, with sin you shouldn't flirt
White clothes seldom hide any dirt
[ ike the man who kecps other Pcoplc’s clothes clean
PBut the dirt on his own clothes he's never seen

You seck salvation but a Path so different you tread

Of ships sai]ing on &ry land have you ever read?

The day when on a bier you will ride
You’” Forgct that on horses and mules you would
also ride
Tl’le day when wealth and children will help no slave
And the sweetest memories will be Forgotten due to
the squeeze of the grave




[tisa ca]amity that you love
But whom you love has Forgou no love

From 9OU hC turns }'HS Face awag

Yet you Persist, not lcaving him for a single dag
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O Allah!

Moming or evening, with others or alone

Mg heart is content because of the mercy you have

shown

]n my heart and with every breath your name is taken
[~ ven whenin my s]ccp | suddcnly awaken
Pecause you favoured me | understand
Allfavours and holiness are in your hand

So many sins J've committed and you know them all

Yet you sparcd me the disgrace of those who don't

heed your call
Soinclude me among your slaves who are rightcous

and straight

Andin deen protect me from every comcusing state

]n this wor]d, the Herea?’cer and the Aay when some
will be disgraced and others will be crowned

Pe with me according to what you mentioned in the
Chapter of the One who Frowned
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As it pleases should time be left to do
®Be happy with what is destined for you
Don't fret over misfortunes which at night transpire
Because all misfortunes eventually expire
Embrace your challenges with no fear
Loyalty and generosity should be to you most dear
If to the people your sins are known
And you wish that over them a veil be thrown
Then through charity your sins may be concealed
Charity ensures that no sin is revealed
To enemies, your weakness should not be shown
The enemy's glee is a problem well-kRnown
Don't hope for Kindness from a miser
Thirsty people never find water in fire
Patience decreases not your sustenance
Toil leads not to abundance
Grief and joy don't last forever
Hardship and ease are no permanent measure
Compared to the wealthy, you won't have less
If a content heart you possess
When it's time for a man to die
He is protected by neither earth nor sky
Allah's earth is huge and wide
But from His decree there's nowhere to hide
So with its betrayal leave time to continue

We'll hopelessly fail if a cure for death we pursue
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Being alone because a Pious friend |'m unable to
find
]s more cnjogablc than the company of the spiritua”3
blind
Wors}wipping A”ah }33 mgsch Pleases me more
Than the company of a man whose traits | cannot

ignore
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Seek knowledge for no man's an 'aalim when born
Tl’:c one who knows is unlike the one whose
ignorance we mourn

With no know]cdge even if a man's a senior

When surrounded }39 armies he is ajunior

And if know]edge is enjogec{ }33 ajunior
thn gatherings need guidancc, he's the senior
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K now that knowiedge is not attained
B one who for food and dress is pained
Y P
Knowledge is onlg gained bg one who is dedicated
Clotl’led or not, his zeal is never decimated
For your sake choose from it a share
Sacrhcice some sleep and c{igicultg gou'” have to
bear
Soon over the gatherings you'll preside
g &5 Y P
And you‘” be the reason for their Pridc




Poetry of Abul-‘Ataahiyah
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O gathcrer of wealth for his heir

AFter death, will wealth offer you any care?

With your wealth you shouldn't miser

A”ah’s Plcasurc is all you should desire

Your hungcr and thirst is all that you need to satisﬂj
The craving for more you must de]cg
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The dunya the way | see
Punishes those who hold it with glee
Making those who honour it so small

Honouring those who for its glitter don't fall
| eave whatever you don't need

Take only what you rea”g need




Lo Sl 0 6y
¢ 2 ~L, 08 o . 8070 -
fans S5 ot it o) 0

; - D/,j - /~/

d> ol ad cod e 1

PR

Hlasy 1SS &8s 150

G. 8% G . . 3020 7

E_ndure every c{igicultg with Paticnce and be strong
Like the shortness of Ihce) your sugering will end before long
hMShaPsaresonuwy,dothousee?
[)catHshwambush,canangbody?ke?
|s there anyone you know who suffered no Pain?
P&Jdoubtyouarewtakwminthﬁfﬂam
VthntheaHmcﬁonoFPQabihﬂuhammadgouremember
/Xd<3oume”ﬁnyourheaﬁwasﬁthSFumshgthehoﬁﬁst

ember’.’
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Never be oblivious of death in your gaze and when
you breathe
[ ven hcyou’rc Protectcd }39 guards armed to their
teeth
"rom the arrows of death no one is spared
[T venif he hides behind a shield or with armouris
fully clad

Washing c{irtg clothing you never gorget
th you c]irtg your c]unya with no regret
You hope for salvation but follow a Path that's
bound to fail

On Arg land do ships ever sail?
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White is the hair on my head but 3outh1cu] is my greed
The greedg man is forever tired but takes no heed
W}'ncncver ] try fora Position and then succeed
Mg nafs thinks attaining somcthing higher isa

dcsperate nced
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A Place of comfort ] sought in every land
But such a Placc ] couldn't see in any land
Enslaved bg the greec{ that ] obegec{

\/\/ere l content, ] would have never been dismayed
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Love for the world causes man to fall
Wealth makes him clc{:y even Allah’s call
Regarc}ing the result of wor]dlg wealth | thought
And 1CearFu1J ] forsook much of what ] sought
l Ponder@d over the world and its things that are new
A” new t}wings get old | quickly knew
Fassing from hand to hand
Nothing’s foreverin this land
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Thinkin of my sins and the anxiety they cause
o Y g they
T ears flow from my eyes with no pausc
[THow clisgracec] and ashamed will | be
When my Rab will say to me
Did you not feel shg to disobcg my command?
Were you not afraid of my rePrimand?

You hid your sins from my creation

And refused to enjog with me a close relation?

Repent for your sins before it's too late

To A”ah’s Plcasurc 5ou’” return with a clean slate
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Death Pursucd me while | was cngrosscd in fun and
play
Thinking of death would've deterred me from all Plag
Had | Ponderecl over whg ['ve been created
M9 greed for the world would not have been inflated
He who has no equal is faultless and pure
T}"C secker of the world is alwaﬂs tired, that's for

sure
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| cried thinking of when | was young
But tears and sobs don't make anyone young

Today ] lament those 3outl~ncu! clags

\/\/}19 did | ignore the white hair and what it says?

StriPPcc{ of my 9outh that was so fresh
| ike leaves are shed from a twig that is fresh
r—‘]ow ] wish my 3outh would one day return
So that ] may tell it how old age treats me with no

concemm
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Feople’s errors the noble man conceals

A single sliP the man not noble reveals
Like lightning does he broadcast

In concealing their faults the otheris steadfast

(Jihad Juha)
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Urxworthy of entering f:irc}aus am ]
Yet enduring the fire | can't even try
Accept my tawbah and Forgivs my sin
No doubt You Forgive even great sin
T reat me with honour | Pic—:a&

KCCP me upon the straight creed
(Abu Nuwas)
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A”ah, my sins are tremendous indeed
But bcgonc} that does your Pardon exceed
[fin your mercy on]g the Pious can hope
]s there for the sinner anyone else’s roPe?
| call you with humilit}j as you said | should
]Fgou rcjcct my call, who else’s mercy could be
Pursued?

To your mercy | have no recourse
Pesides hopeJ 3our1corgiveness and that |'m a

Muslim of course

(Ab6u Nuwas)




