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[ We ARE, VET We ARE NOT! :l

Free. Are we really free? Consider the hadith of Rasulullah
sallallahu alaihi wasallam:
Lo any L 0y o) asf ) Rand dsy oyl sy )l s s
May the slave of the gold coin, silver coin and the shawl! perish!
He is happy if he receives but unhappy if he does not.*

Slaves of gold, silver and stylish clothes . . . Is this not a true
description of most people in the world today? Slaves of rands,
dollars and pounds, slaves of our businesses and jobs, slaves of
our appearances . . . slaves of the material world! So, are we
really free? Should | say, ‘Free, but not’?

Consider another hadith of Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi
wasallam:
SR g it s S
The dunya is the prison of the Believer and the paradise of the
unbeliever.?

We implore Allah for protection from rejection of any hadith
because it defies logic. People sometimes question the veracity
of this hadith. ‘Look around you’ they exclaim, ‘so many
affluent Muslims and thousands of non-Muslims living in abject
poverty. Are affluent Muslims not enjoying a type of worldly

1 Saheeh-ul-Bukhaari, Hadith 2730
2 Saheeh Muslim, Hadith 7606
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paradise? On the other hand, is suffering and misery heavenly?’
This question was posed to one of Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi
wasallam’s grandsons. ‘You have not understood the meaning
of the hadith’ he replied, ‘It’s meaning is that in comparison to
the luxuries of Jannah, the life of a Believer — no matter how
wealthy he may be — is comparable to a prison. Worldly luxury
and comfort are incomparable to the bounties that await the
Believer in Jannah. On the other hand, the worldly suffering
and misery of unbeliever are incomparable to the suffering and
misery of the inhabitants of Jahannam. Thus, the worldly
difficulty of the unbeliever is always a paradise in comparison
to what awaits him in Jahannam.’

Besides, comparison of one thing to another does not demand
equality between the two in every aspect. For example, a brave
man is often called a lion. This does not mean that he walks on
fours, has a tail, smelly mouth and a thunderous roar like a lion.
The comparison is only in bravery. Likewise, comparison of the
Believer’s life in the dunya to a prison is only with regards to
restrictions that he has to observe. He is not permitted to do
whatever he desires. He may only do what Allah permits him to
do. Similarly, comparison of the unbeliever’s life in the dunya to
a paradise is only with regards to the absence of restriction. He
does whatever he desires.

Returning to where we started, are we really free? Politically,
we are free. We are not slaves of other people. Yet, we are the
slaves of Allah! Thus, Allah repeatedly calls us His slaves.
Therefore, we are free, yet we are not!
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Our Purpose, Our Obligation

With regards the purpose of man’s creation, Allah Ta’aala says:
032 V| ol A s U

I only created jinn and man so that they would worship me.?
The Arabic word for worship, ‘ibaadah, is derived from the
same root as the Arabic word for slave, ‘abd. Thus, the meaning
of this aayah is ‘l only created jinn and man so that they behave
like my slaves’. Furthermore, the Arabs say:

Ol des BLYI
Man is the slave of benevolence.
Do a man a favour and he becomes obliged to you. Allah is
man’s greatest benefactor. In fact, He is man’s only benefactor.
Therefore, should man not behave like His slaves? Is it not our
purpose and obligation, even if we are free?

A Question of Perception

You must have heard the adage ‘Beauty is in the eye of the
beholder’. The same is true with regards to pleasure etc. It is a
guestion of perception. One man’s satisfaction may not be the
same for another. The Indian eats his spicy hot food with relish,
even if it causes excessive perspiration. The European thinks he
is punishing himself. ‘Crazy Indian’ he thinks. Obedience to
Allah’s command is similar. In the eyes of the onlooker, it is
restrictive, strenuous and demanding. For the worshipper,
however, it is Jannah. His solace is in worshipping Allah. The
following quotations depict this phenomenon:

“If this is the condition of the dwellers of Jannah, they

certainly have a pleasant life.”

3 Surah Adh-Dhaariyaat, Aayah 56
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“Poor worldly people! They leave the world without tasting

the most pleasurable and delightful aspect in the world.”

“If the kings and their children know the pleasure we enjoy,

they would draw their swords to snatch it from us.”

“There is a Jannah in the dunya and the one who does not

enter it will not enter the Jannah of the Hereafter.”
Accordingly, such people are in a prison, yet they are in a
Jannah.

Alive but Dead ... Dead but Alive

Describing the virtue of dhikr (remembering Allah), Rasulullah
sallallahu alaihi wasallam said:

cally A Jreay SV gl 4y ST ) e

The example of the one who remembers his Rabb and the one
who does not is like that of the living and the dead.*

The one who remembers Allah is physically and spiritually alive.
However, the one who does not remember Allah is spiritually
dead. Even if he is alive, walking, talking and doing everything
living people do, he is dead! He is alive, but dead!

On the other hand, Allah Ta’aala tells us with regards the
martyrs:

025 Y 05 3T o St o s U ) Wl N
Do not say with regards those who are slain in the path of Allah,
‘They are dead’. No, they are alive but you do not realise.’
Thus, the martyr is dead, yet alive.

4 Saheeh-ul-Bukhaari, Hadith 6044
5 Surah Al-Bagarah, Aayah 154
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Wealthy but Poor ... Poor but Wealthy
Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wasallam said:
il g8 A Sy 2l 85 e 3
Wealth is not abundance of material possession. Wealth is
contentment.®
On one occasion, he sallallahu alaihi wasallam said to
Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah (ra):

A s“fv&m\wuu@b
Be content with what Allah has destined for you and you will be
the wealthiest of people.”
In the light of these narrations, a wealthy man who is not
content with what he has is actually poor. Can he truly enjoy his
wealth? Conversely, a poor man who is content is actually
wealthy. Despite the absence of wealth, he enjoys his life. Thus,
the former is wealthy yet poor and the latter is poor yet
wealthy.

Knowledgeable Yet Ignorant
rele Lo 2 i o D0 e 20 Ol D D e i81 G)
LSs ks all 0%

Allah only accepts tawbah from those who do wrong ignorantly
and make tawbah soon thereafter, those are the ones whose
tawbah Allah accepts — and Allah is All Knowing, All-Wise 2
The word iz could be interpreted to mean that tawbah is only

accepted from one who sins due to ignorance of the sharee’ah.

6 Sunan At-Tirmidhi Hadith 2373
7 Sunan At-Tirmidhi, Hadith 2305 Musnad Ahmad, Hadith 8095
8 Surah An-Nisaa, Aayah 17
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Hence, Allah does not accept the tawbah of a person who
sinned knowing that his action is sinful. Your tawbah will only
be accepted if you did not know. This interpretation, however,
is erroneous. The commentators of the Qur'aan unanimously
maintain that this is not the intent of the word iz On the

contrary; it means that sin is ignorance. Thus, every sinner is
ignorant, whether he knows that his action is sinful or not.
Therefore, a man who sins knowing that his action is sinful is
knowledgeable yet ignorant.

Married Yet Single

A man takes a second wife because it is a sunnah but then
disregards the shar’i injunction of treating both wives equally.
Thus, he now neglects the first wife as if she does not even
exist. Would you not say that he is following the sunnah yet he
is not and that his first wife is married yet single?

Salaah and Saum

How many of us perform salaah yet we do not? Our bodies are
in salaah but our thoughts are everywhere else but salaah.
Likewise, we so often fast yet we do not. Our stomachs fast but
not our ears, eyes and tongues. We abstain from the things
which nullify our saum, but we see, hear and speak what we
are not supposed to.

Are We Muslim Yet...?

Following the above, could we add that we are Muslim yet we
are not? We say that we are Muslim but we do not behave like
Muslims. In view of the consensus of the Ahlus-Sunnah that no
sin besides disbelief renders a person out of the pale of Islam,
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we would not go that far, we would not say that we are Muslim
yet we are not. After all, imaan is the key to Jannah. Thus, even
sinful Believers will eventually enter Jannah. Nevertheless, the
importance of adhering to Allah’s commands and abstaining
from His prohibitions must not be trivialised because just as
every key has teeth, good actions are the teeth of the key to
Jannah.

AbGu Hudhaifa Mubhammad Karolia
71 Shawwaal 1435 / 28 July 2014
Al-Jaami'ak Al-Makhimoodiak
Pergida, Springs
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